Hunters Point Residential Area Deck Marker
Briefing for DRA and Chief of Staff — September 12, 2018
Summary
At Hunters Point Naval Shipyard, on September 11, the Navy found a buried ship’s deck
marker, a 1.5-inch diameter disc containing Radium 226, at Parcel A in a fenced-off area
downhill about 300 feet from the nearest occupied residences. The Navy removed it,
leaving no contamination behind. Public access to this area has been restricted for years
due to a heavily vegetated slope and chain link fencing.
Timeline of events
a. Discovery and excavation
. Health and safety implications

a. Relative severity comparisons

b. Conceptual site model

. Next steps

a. Communications coordination

b. Key messages
1. Safety and health of residents
ii. Future scanning

iil. Agencies working closely together
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Hunters Point Residential Area Deck Marker - Details

Timeline

Friday, 9/7

¢ CDPH hand scanning found a hot spot with a dose of 80 micro Roentgens/hour (uR/hr),
vs. background 5 uR/hr. For reference, at 2,000 uR/hr, the CDPH and NRC require
restricting public access and posting warning signs.

Monday, 9/10

e 2 pm — Navy contractor (Aptim) scanned the spot and reported to Navy.

o CDPH contacted the Navy, San Francisco Department of Public Health (SFDPH), and
San Francisco Office of Investment and Infrastructure (OCII), and DTSC.

e 5 pm — CDPH notified EPA. EPA management contacted Navy management and
encouraged swift excavation and testing. EPA staff contacted DTSC, SFDPH, and OCII
staff.

Tuesday, 9/11

e 8:40 am — EPA staff arrived onsite.

e 9 am — EPA staff asked Navy staff and counsel to excavate and test swiftly.

e 9:30 am — Navy contractor announced excavation scheduled for 12:30 pm.

e 12:30 pm — Navy contactor arrived. Staff from EPA, Navy, SFDPH, and OCII observed
and recorded.

o 1 pm — After digging 10.5 inches deep, the Navy contractor found and removed a deck
marker for transport off Parcel A for further investigation. The CDPH measured 3,300
microR/hr from the deck marker. After removing the deck marker, CDPH found no
elevated dose from the hole or from the overburden soil. The Navy replaced the soil.
EPA asked OCII to repair damaged fence.

e 2 pm - EPA encouraged CDPH to notify City and Congressional elected officials.

Wednesday, 9/12

e Meeting in San Francisco of staff and counsel of EPA, DTSC, Navy, SFDPH, OCII, and
Lennar/Five Point. Senior Management from EPA (Angeles and John Chesnutt), Navy,
CDPH, and DTSC will join by phone.
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Next Steps

e 9/12 - OCII will notify verbally the Mayor, President of the Board of Supervisors, OCII
Commissioners, Hunters Point Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC), and maybe Cong.
Pelosi (coordinating with EPA and Navy Legislative liaison staff). OPA/Superfund is
drafting a desk statement from the perspective of EPA’s oversight role.

e 9/13 — Agencies will finalize messages and hold a conference call 1 pm

e 9/14 - CDPH will aim to post an online update to the public. Navy will post a statement
online with timing coordinated.

o EPA encouraged a date/time for a Home Owners Association meeting as soon as
possible.

e We will work with CDPH and the Navy to 1) evaluate the implications of this finding to
their overall sampling/scanning plan and assumptions and 2) outline next steps. We
anticipate Parcel A residents will demand more extensive scanning including inside
residential buildings.
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